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Homoerotic You Say? 


By John Coulbourn 


I’m not entirely sure it’s in the nature of “the giftie gee 
us” described by poet Robbie Burns, but lately, I’ve noticed 
that if we take the time to see ourselves as others see us, 
we can learn just about as much about those others as we 
can about ourselves. 


It all started with a trailer for the feature movie 300, a 
film set around the ancient battle of Thermopylae, a battle 
in which 300 Spartans, led by King Leonidas, defeated the 
massed forces of Persian King Xerxes, thus saving Western 
civilization (or what part of civilization that was represented 
by Sparta) and setting the stage for an unbridgeable 
East/West divide. 


Now, being possessed of a passing interest in things 
historical, let me state off the top that, at first, | thought this 
might be a movie worth seeing—a feeling that lasted just 
long enough for the screen to be claimed by what appeared 
to be an armoured rhinoceros charging off to war, trampling 
whatever faint hope | might have harboured that the movie 
makers might have stretched the tale over even a paltry 
superstructure of historical veracity. 


On any timeline I’ve ever seen, Hannibal and his 
mountaineering elephants came along quite a bit later than 
the Spartans, after all, and as for rhinos, well, if they've ever 
been used as weapons of mass destruction, it’s failed to 
make it into any history book I’ve ever read. 


So, ordinarily, my interest would have stopped right there. 
This time, around, however, it happens that much of the 
movie’s CGI (computer generated image) was engineered in 
Montréal—a small bit of trivia that hooked a lot of Canadian 
movie writers, desperate to pound their keyboards over 
something more relevant than the ongoing saga of Britney 
Spears’ latest meltdown. 


A veritable trickle of articles ensued, a few of which | 
read, and while none of them did a single thing to heat up 
my flagging interest, | did learn a thing or two. 


First of all, 300 was not based on history, but rather on 
something called a graphic novel, which, stripped to its 
essence, is what nerds start to call comic books when they 
get old enough to be embarrassed by the fact that they are 
still reading comic books. 


The other thing | learned pretty quickly from these 
articles and subsequent reviews—thanks to the preponder- 
ance of males writing about movies here in Canada—was 
that 300 was homoerotic, which you may be surprised to 
learn is apparently what most straight guys call buff when 
they are old enough to be embarrassed by their beer guts. 


This flies in the face of conventional dictionaries which 
define the word homoerotic as “Concerning or arousing 
sexual desire centred on a person of the same sex,” or 
words to that effect—and while | can see where the bodies 
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so lavishly displayed in 300 might appeal to the average gay 
man (the last time | saw that many six-packs, they were in a 
beer store), | think it’s more than just a little ridiculous to 
suggest that these images would appeal exclusively to gay 
men. 


Not every young boy who followed the adventures of 
Superman was curious as to just how far he went with this 
whole man of steel business, after all. 


That CGI does not actually stand for completely gay 
imagery would, incidentally seem to be born out by the 
movie's effect at the box office, if the audience were really 
comprised of nothing but gay men, we’d have all had to see 
it 233 times. 


So why even call it homoerotic? 


Straight men, we are told, are primarily into boobs, but 
when was the last time you saw a movie featuring a bevy of 
pneumatic bathing beauties described as heteroerotic. 


Instead, in a straight-male dominated world, they are 
described merely as sexy, which describes, one presumes, 
how it makes a straight man feel, while having the added 
advantage of telling a straight woman how she should look 
if she wants to attract a straight man. 


And despite the very obvious fact that a whole lot of 
women enjoy the sight of a well-formed male physique and 
find it sexy—apparently it is women who are fueling a 
strong portion of 300’s box office success—it is finally no 
doubt inconceivable to a bunch of overweight and largely 
out of shape straight men that any woman could take any 
pleasure at looking at something so far removed from 
anything those same critics probably see in their mirror in 
the morning as they step out of the shower. 


Sadly, it is easier for them to write off anyone who 
happens to be in shape as gay than it is to confront their 
own shortcomings and deal with them. 


Of course, there are those who claim women aren't 
interested in looking at buff men, and while that theory has 
a certain amount of coin in the realm of psychology, it sure 
doesn’t hold up when it comes to women of my 
acquaintance—or to the type of women who are flocking 
to see 300, for that matter. 


So finally, all that kind of thinking accomplishes is to 
further the notion popular amongst out-of-shape straight 
men that men who look after themselves, who take an 
interest in their appearance and/or their physical well-being, 
are somehow gay. 


Which says a lot more about how straight men see 
themselves than about how we see ourselves and, in the 
process, goes a long way toward explaining why so many of 
them are so frightened of buff gay men. 


Turns out maybe they should be—just ask the Persians. 


Vv 


John Coulbourn is a native Albertan who lived for many years in 
Calgary. He now makes his home in Toronto, where he covers 
performing arts for the Toronto Sun. 
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OutLoud Panel at ACC 2006 


Photo by Megan Mormon 
By Megan Mormon 


Saskatoon’s Avenue Community Centre is getting back on its feet after a winter 
of hard financial times. 


| met with several Avenue Centre staff over lunch on a sunny, slushy day that 
tried to trick me into thinking spring was coming. We sat around a table in the 
lunch area, munching on baby carrots. The lounge is spacious and bright in blue 
and butter yellow. It’s a really comfortable place to be. 


After laying off its Executive Director in August, the Avenue Community 
Centre for Gender and Sexual Diversity’s board and staff began buckling down in 
an attempt to deal with budget shortfalls. The hours of the Centre’s five 
permanent staff were cut to three-fifths time, although some continued working 
full hours on a volunteer basis. Spaces were rearranged to accommodate the new 
office, sublet by the Canadian Rainbow Health Coalition. 


What the Avenue Community Centre is best at, it seems, is bringing people 
together. It’s a hub of activity in Saskatoon’s queer community; the Centre opened 
in 1992 and was known until 2005 as Gay and Lesbian Health Services. Over the 
years, it has played many roles in the community: providing resources and educa- 
tion and advocacy around issues of importance to GLBT people and their. allies. 
The Avenue Centre currently operates a drop-in space, toll-free phone line and 
resource library; it also provides a central location and meeting space for many 
of the city’s smaller GLBT groups, from PFLAG and gay teachers to fans of Queer 
as Folk. The Centre coordinates a variety of support/social groups, including Out 
& Proud Youth; a group for queer parents is in the works. 


Back in 2000, one of the Centre’s roles was to co-coordinate World AIDS Day’s 
condom blitz at local bars. After a long day of handing out condoms and ribbons 
at the University, | went with several other volunteers to Louis’, the campus pub. 
At the door was another AIDS Day volunteer: the cutest girl I'd ever seen. 
Stuttering and awkward, | managed to find out that her name was Cindy. For 
several months we kept bumping into each other all over—at the bar, on the 
Pride committee, and at our volunteer shifts at the Centre. After a year of help 
from fanatically persistent friends, our first (admitted) date was at the Centre’s 
volunteer Christmas Party. 


Like many queer organizations in Saskatchewan, the Avenue Community 
Centre frequently falls through funding cracks. Although the government 
supports GLBT equality in principle, our issues don’t specifically fall under the 
mandate of any one federal or provincial funding body. We fit everywhere and 
nowhere. Should we be included under multiculturalism? Health or Justice? 
Or are queer issues too political to be considered for charitable status at all? 


Their in-betweenness and broad-based mandates make it difficult for many 
GLBT organizations, like the Avenue Centre and Pride organizer the Saskatoon 
Diversity Network, to secure core global funding. Instead, GLBT non-profits are 
left with budgets full of project-based funding that must be reapplied for every 
year with no guarantees. It’s a stressful situation for staff that’s not conducive to 
long-term planning and development. Although this predicament is not unique to 
GLBT organizations, it seems to be felt particularly acutely. 


In 2004, the Avenue Community Centre received a grant through the 
Department of Justice’s Community Mobilization Program to develop an 
outreach program in Prince Albert, a city of 41,000, 140 kilometres north of 
Saskatoon. The project sought to combat violence and harassment of youth 
perpetrated on the basis of perceived sexual orientation; Prince Albert, with its 
tough reputation, was known among Centre phone-line volunteers as a frequent 
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source of calls from desperate gay teens. With Justice’s three-year commitment, 
ACC opened a small office and drop-in centre. Its one staff person was available 
for community education and peer counseling, and served as a hub of GLBT 
information for Saskatchewan’s north. 


Recently, the Centre’s third year of funding for the project was cut. “We were 
told there was a ‘realignment of priorities’ in the department”, explains Julie 
Richards, the Avenue Centre’s Director of Community Programs and one of the 
project’s coordinators. The loss of Justice funding has had a dramatic impact on 
Prince Albert’s GLBT community. As of early March, the outreach office was staff- 
less but still in its space, open for youth programming on Friday nights and 
Saturdays. The future is uncertain and depends largely on volunteers’ fundraising 
and scrounging for donations. “The youth have been terrific,” Richards adds with 
enthusiasm. Teens participating in the outreach program spearheaded the 
organization of Prince Albert's first Pride parade, scheduled for June 9, 2007. 


In October of last year, Conservative Status of Women Minister Bev Oda 
announced major cuts to Status of Women, slashing the department's budget by 
thirty-eight percent. Cutbacks affected funding for advocacy, lobbying and 
research; as well, the word “equality” was eliminated from the department's 
mandate. These cuts have been yet another blow to GLBT organizations in the 
province. In recent years, Status has funded the Avenue Community Centre's 
ongoing research and education efforts around same-sex domestic violence. 


Fortunately, funders’ attitudes haven't been reflective of support from the 
queer community. After staff hours were reduced, volunteers stepped in to fill 
gaps in staffing the phones and fundraising. 


The Avenue Community Centre’s new financial year began on the first of April, 
and things are looking brighter. With it, full staff hours resumed and the office 
seems optimistic about being able to put troubles behind them. I’d love to say 
happily ever after, but this isn’t the first time in its history that the organization 
has faced financial difficulties, and it probably won't be the last. 


Luckily, the story also ends happily for Cindy and |. We'll be married on April 7. 
You can reach the Avenue Community Centre at: 


avenuecommunitycentre.ca, by phone: 306-665-1224, or toll free in 
Saskatchewan at 1-800-358-1833. W 


Megan Morman is a Saskatoon-based freelance thing doer and fan of foreign candies. 
Visit-her online at populust.ca : 
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Survivor’s Benefits 


By Sean McLennan 


Same-sex. survivor benefits from the Canadian Pension Plan (CPP) have been a 
contentious issue for nearly a decade. Although it seems that the issue had been 
largely resolved last March by a Supreme Court ruling, limitations placed on retroac- 
tive benefits have left many with mixed feelings. 


In 2000, the government extended CPP benefits to the surviving same-sex partner 
of a pensioner who had died since 1998 on the basis of equality provisions 
for same-sex couples in the Charter of Rights. However, those provisions came 
into effect in 1985—there were thirteen years in which same-sex couples were 
constitutionally protected yet still not eligible for the benefits any other heterosexual 
couple enjoyed. In 2003, George Hislop, ohe of Canada’s most prominent gay 
activists, initiated a class action suit charging the government to make survivor 
benefits retroactively available for the entire duration that same-sex couples have 
been protected; about 1500 individuals are affected by the lawsuit, most of whom 
have not lived to see this outcome. 


In 2004, the lawsuit ended in victory, but the government appealed the ruling. 
Finally, the Supreme Court of Canada ruled again in favour of the plaintiffs this March, 
affirming that the government acted unconstitutionally in not extending benefits to 
the partners of those who died after 1985. However, they upheld a twelve month 
limit on retroactive payments and ruled out payments to the estates of deceased 
claimants—saving the government about $100-million. Unfortunately, Hislop, who 
passed away in 2005, was unable to enjoy the victory. 


A number of groups, including Egale Canada and the NDP, have challenged the 
government to voluntarily provide the full amount of retroactive pension benefits 
rightfully due to the survivors. Egale’s Director of Advocacy, Tamara Kronis, stated “In 
an era of multi-billion dollar budget and pension surpluses, refusing to provide 
survivor benefits to this relatively small number of people demonstrates a clear lack 
of compassion, especially given the fact that each of their partners paid into the 
Canada Pension Plan like any other Canadian. 


“It seems wrong in principle that the only recourse these survivors now have to 
receive the full pension benefits they paid for is to lobby the government. The 
Charter was in force during the relevant time period, and the courts at all levels have 
all recognized, not only that sexual orientation is a prohibited ground of discrimina- 
tion, but they have also specifically ruled that the differential treatment of same-sex 
couples during this time with respect to pension benefits is discriminatory. 
You'd think that would mean people would get paid.” 


The Supreme Court contends that it is more within its domain to ensure that 
discrimination does not continue going forward than to right past wrongs—in this 
respect, the outcome is clearly a victory and the four co-plaintiffs that carried on the 
lawsuit in Hislop’s name are content with the ruling and believe Hislop would be too. 
Andrew McNutt, one of the four, said, “He fought for gay and lesbian rights all of his 
life. He is one of the few people who is still fighting for them from the grave.”  W 
McLennan is a native Calgarian with (nearly) a PhD in Linguistics and Cognitive 
ce from Indiana University, where he was heavily involved in GLBT education. He 
rently has a full time gig in software for mobile technology. 
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At the First North America OutGames 


By Outlooks Staff 


Choral celebrations have long been a part of major GLBT sporting events. Ever 
since Gay Games |, held in San Francisco in 1982, choruses have been an integral 
part of the cultural component of the various games. Certainly, at both the Gay 
Games in Chicago, and the OutGames in Montréal—both held this past 
summer—choruses made a significant contribution to the Opening and Closing 
Ceremonies in both cities. 


The First North America OutGames, to be held in Calgary April | through 8, 
are no exception. Singing Out! the choral event, is part of OutFest, a week-long 
series of entertainment. The concert, produced by the Calgary Men’s Chorus, will 
be held on Friday, April 6 at 7:30 PM at the Martha Cohen Theatre in the Epcor 
Centre. Michael Wright, a member of the organizing committee, is enthusiastic 
about the event. “In addition to our own chorus, we are hosting three other 
choruses: two from Calgary, and one from Winnipeg.” 


One of the choirs, the “world famous” Knox United Church Choir [to quote 
their website] was established over 100 years ago, when Calgary was in its infancy 
as_a community. Throughout the century, this choir has won numerous awards 
and trophies in festivals and other choral competitions. Well-known Calgary choir 
director Frank McKitrick has been organist/choir director at Knox since 1976. 


It is especially significant that the Knox choir is participating in OutFest, to 
celebrate the news that the Knox United Church community has voiced their 
intention to be designated as an “affirming congregation”. This means that the 
congregation has elected to make an explicit statement committing themselves 
to full inclusion of all in the Church—including the GLBT community—and that 
all members of the church are welcome to participate in all the sacraments— 
including marriage. Something to celebrate, indeed. 


The recently formed EnChor, with musical director Liz Paynter, is the third 
Calgary choir to lend their voices to Singing Out! They, along with the Knox choir, 
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are not “GLBT-identified” choirs, but are supportive. “Our objective in inviting 
these two choirs was to ensure that the broad range of citizens of Calgary—and 
indeed all who come to OutGames from various locales—are represented 
onstage—in addition to the fact that both Knox and EnChor are great choruses! 
In December 2006, EnChor was the special guest of the Calgary Men’s Chorus 
for their concert, LUX, performed at Knox United Church, so there were some 
logical connections made well before these Games. Besides, the Men’s Chorus 
loves to sing with other choruses,” notes Wright. 


“We are tremendously pleased that the Rainbow Harmony Project (RHP) from 
Winnipeg, is also joining the Singing Out! team,’ Wright adds. Their repertoire 
includes a wide variety of music including classical, jazz, pop, show tunes, folk 
songs, political messages, and songs relating to diversity and gay and lesbian issues. 
RHP was invited to sing at the First World Outgames in Montréal in August 2006. 
“We extend a warm Calgary OutGames welcome to them, and their conductor 
Vic Hooper. RHP is an extremely busy—and ambitious chorus—having 
volunteered to be the host choir for the Canadian Unison Festival—a festival of 
GLBT choruses from across Canada—to be held in Winnipeg in 2010.” 


Wright predicts Singing Out! will be a vibrant, exciting evening of entertainment. 
“This is a unique opportunity to bring 
these choruses together—an opportunity 
that has been very well-supported by 
sponsorships from both the Epcor 
Centre and Calgary Arts Development— 
sponsors of which we are extremely 
proud. We really appreciate the support 
from these major cultural institutions.” 
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Singing Out! runs for one night only— § 
Friday, April 6 at 7:30 PM at the Martha 
Cohen Theatre in the Epcor Centre. 
Tickets are available through 
Ticketmaster or Calgary Men’s Chorus #tegge' 
members. For more information on the Kmie=3 
OutGames, OutFest, and OutRights, go to 
calgary2007.com. W 
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DevaDave 


com 


We Are Moving...... 


910 12th Ave SW 
Calgary, AB 
403.290.1973 


www.devadave.com 


Facial Cosmetic Surgeon 
Board Certified Otolaryngology 
and Facial Plastic SuEgery 


Facial Plastic Surg ery 
Specializing in: 
Anti-Wrinkle Procedures 
(Botox Restylane ® ) 

Nose Reshaping 
Facelift, Eyelift 


Trust your face to an expert 


Versace $280 — 


All eyewear available at: Gucci $270 
Leno Optical 

1415 - 1st Street SE 

Calgary 


Titanium $380 
(comes with two colour choices) 


~ Soho $250 


UNDERWEAR 


All styles available 
topdrawer.com 
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GROOMINGGEAR 


We all know that physical appearance plays an enormous role 
in determining how others perceive us. With these impressions 
being somewhat skin-deep, it pays to look younger, or at least 


well kept, whether in the workplace or in the dating arena. Here bd 
are a few amazing products to get you beautified! 
See 
Time Release Moisturizer - = 
This product is light in texture od 


and leaves a soft, moist feel to 
the skin. Tiny beads burst 
throughout a six to eight hour 
period and release additional 
moisture. Available at alopro.com 


Neutrogena Sheer Body Tint - 
This is an instant temporary 
tan that you can control 
and correct as you apply— 
so you always get the 
perfect tan for you, 
instantly. 


Redkin - 

Join the millions of gay men and 
get the hair style you want! 
Redken has a variety of products, 
each with unique features. 


STACKING UP THE 
COMPETITION 


From fresh and light to earthy 
spice and deep musk,this guide 
will help you find all the new 
and classic fragrances to help 
you leave a lasting impression 


Paul Smith London 


Swiss Army Altitude 


TT 
Dolce & Gabbana PRC DUCT! 
i] ) by Dolce & Gabbana pee 
StriVectin SD 
vale Better than Botox 
$135 


skinstore.com 


True Gentlemen - A Gentlemen's Shave Set 
A luxurious gift set which includes everything 
the aspiring wet shaver could want to get 
started. Also, makes a gift of distinction for 
that special man in your life. Available on-line 
at momentumgrooming.com 


FIERCE by A&F 


Jean Paul Gaultier 
by Jean Paul Gaultier 


Gucci Pour Homme II 
by Tom Ford 


MOXIE has created thefirst 
men's line to successfully utilize 
supplement-infusion technology. 
Professional supplements are 
commonly found in the worlds 
of sports nutrition, pro athlete 
training, and vitamin regimens. 
Firming to skin renewal, this 
line has it all! 


SPRING FLAVORS 


vans classic slip-on $70 
gravitypope.com 


adidas Gazalle Suede $100 | 
gravitypope.com 


louis vuitton bastia thong $360 
vuitton.com 


moma slip-on $410 
gravitypope.com 


| 


dsquared sneaker $416 
raffaello-network.com 


gucci loafer $477 
raffaello-network.com paul smith - £ 
dude embroidered sneaker $380 


gravitypope.com 
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chanel sunglasses $335 
chanel.com 


dolce & gabbana key chain $57 
bluefly.com 


_ nixon - the score $130 
| nixonnow.com 


mare by marc jacobs $61 
gold plaid cotton. ‘emile's yim rms 
bluefly. com BS 


nokia 7370 
holtrentrew. com 
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* Model Search « 


Entry deadline: April 8, 2007 (sign up @ priape.com) ‘ 
Contest date: Friday, April 13, 2007 // 9PM ‘ 
Where: Twisted Element ¢ 1006 11th Ave. SW // 9PM 

www.twistedelement.ca 


-, Over $2750 in prizes to win. 
A For more information go to 
“e www.priape.com/model 
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Southern Baptist Sissies 


By Ralph Higgins 


A look at some of the titles of Del Shores’ plays (Daddy’s Dyin’... Whose Got the 
Will?, Sordid Lives, Cheatin’, The Trials and Tribulations of a Trailer Trash Housewife) will 
give you to understand that this is a man who likes to bring comedy to serious 
subjects. As Shores says, “‘l love to blend tones of comedy, drama and tragedy and 
tell stories about people that are sometimes forgotten or ignored—the salt of 
the earth folks, if you will. Also, | like to write about serious subjects (like death, 
spousal abuse, family dysfunction, coming out) but shine a light that is easier to 
digest with the aid of comedy.” 


Born in Winters, Texas, Del Shores knows the difficulties of growing up gay in 
a small southern town and he uses that experience to great comic effect in his 
work. His most recent play, Southern Baptist Sissies, has had an outstanding theatre 
reception—it premiered in 2000 and had a ten month sold out run; when it 
opened in Dallas, the entire run sold out in one week; it played to sold out houses 
for six months in Los Angeles in 2002 and was the biggest hit during Chicago's 
Pride Summer Series. In 2006 it broke all attendance records at the Zephyr 
Theatre, and received twenty Los Angeles Theatre Awards. 


Sordid Lives, Shores’ previous smash hit and cult phenomenon followed a 
successful theatre run by becoming a top selling gay-themed DVD, starring Beau 
Bridges and Olivia Newton John. Southern Baptist Sissies is poised to follow this 
success when filming begins in April this year. 


| asked Del Shores about the challenges of adapting a play for the screen. “It 
was hard! Opening up the story, telling the story in a cinematic way and trying to 
honor the play (with the monologues et cetera) was a challenge. But I’m really 
happy with the screenplay. | think it’s a true hybrid of stage and film and I’m so 
excited to shoot it.“ 


Shores says that characters are the starting point for his writing. “By starting 
with character, story follows, the characters taking me on their journey. | feel 
sometimes that | channel once | get into my zone.” When works are as character- 
driven as those in Shores’ plays, casting is paramount. Like John Waters and other 
filmmakers, Shores likes to work over and over with many of the same actors. 
Two of the best known are Delta Burke and Leslie Jordan. 


Delta Burke gained fame as the inimitable Suzanne Sugarbaker on Designing 


| Keep your cool this summer! 
at North East Grocery & 


Milky 
Way 


, Your "Family" Corner Store and Ice Cream Parlour 
n Bin 1104 Ist Ave. NE comm 403-269- 2381 


Women, where her character was famous for cutting through all the politically 
correct language, refusing to beat about the bulls**t bush—if you'll forgive my 
vulgarity—and was the brash voice that spoke aloud what the rest of us were 
ashamed of thinking. 


Leslie Jordan came to prominence as Karen’s diminutive arch nemesis, Beverley 
Leslie, on Will & Grace. What is not so well known is that in addition to being a 
talented actor, he is a skilled playwright of such works as Lost in the Pershing Hotel, 
and his current autobiographical piece, Like a Dog on Linoleum. 


Shores credits his cast for much of his success. He says of Burke and Jordan, 
“They are from my dirt. They speak my language. They understand my 
characters and connect with them in a way that | can just cut to the chase and 
get to the good stuff, rather than have to teach an actor to be authentic. | feel 
very blessed to have these brilliant actors say my words and embody my 
characters. Oh, and let’s not forget that Delta and Leslie are comedic geniuses.” 


Shores clearly delights in the eccentric and 
some of his wittiest lines such as, “My whole 
family’s just trash. I’m the only one who rose 
above”, are delivered with deadpan direct- 
ness, underscoring the truth that lies hidden 
under oddball behaviour. 


Not unexpectedly, Del Shores’ work has 
sometimes been the subject of controversy. 
In November of last year, Delta Burke and 
Leslie Jordan were scheduled to appear ona 
Nashville TV talk show Talk of the Town and 
then were uninvited when the producers felt 
that the subject of Del Shores plays would be 
too much for the shows conservative viewer- 
ship. Jordan described the action as a “major 
slap in the face” but there is a long theatrical 
tradition that declares that there is no such 
thing as bad publicity, and indeed the story 
brought even more attention to Southern 
Baptist Sissies. Del Shores comments, 
“Somehow | think that the people of 
Nashville are a little more diverse and open-minded than the producer of Talk of 
the Town are giving them credit for—at least that’s been my experience in one of 
my favorite cities.” 


Southern Baptist Sissies tells the story of four gay boys raised in a strict southern 
atmosphere. My own Nova Scotian Baptist Sunday school days were a watered- 
down version of the kind of religious rigidity shown in Shores’ play, but we all can 
relate to the voices that tell us different is bad whether thundering from pulpits 
or calmly damning us from television screens. “I! want people to see the damage 
that religion can do when it tells someone that they are not perfect the way God 
made them,” explains Shores. “I want people to see that good people with good 
intentions sometimes teach children to hate a part of themselves that they have 
no control over. | also want them to see that change is happening, that progress 
is being made and that there is indeed hope!” 


Southern Baptist Sissies is a joint production by Del Shores Productions and 
Funny Boy Films. Del Shores is currently working on the television series Sordid 
Lives (based on the play and movie) for MTV’s LOGO channel and a new play, 
Transitions. Learn more about Del Shores at myspace.com/sordid_lives. W 


Del Shores 


Ralph Higgins is a writer, columnist and book/movie reviewer living in the Annapolis Valley 


of Nova Scotia. 
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| The Truth About 
_ MaleModels 


By Doug Ross 


Okay, let’s be honest...which one of 
us hasn’t glanced through a glossy 
magazine just to gaze adoringly at the 
sexy advertisements that feature a 
captivating array of gorgeously groomed 
~ handsome models? Yep, | thought so. Oh 
sure, we'll admit to ourselves that the 
designer duds are pretty, but we're 
usually more focused on the men 
wearing those duds because they're 

even prettier! And as we secretly 
admire those sneering studs whose pouting lips and sultry eyes beckon us with a 
hint of promise—and as we allow their perfectly sculpted torsos and chiseled 
features to arouse us—aren’t we also fantasizing about which stunning Adonis 
could be sexually attainable? Is he gay? Is he straight? Or is he hetero-flexible? 
Well put down that Abercrombie & Fitch catalogue, stop drooling and listen up! 


| recently spoke with Norwayne Anderson—a tall, attractive, extrovert with an 
engaging Jamaican accent and a loud, raucous laugh who runs a very successful 
internationally known modeling agency (N.A.M.) in Toronto—to seek his insight 
in helping me unravel the myth regarding those pec-a-licious magazine beauties. 
As we gabbed, Norwayne’s eyes never stopped darting around the room scanning 
everybody in it, or just passing through, because he is constantly searching for, 
“Somebody with amazing potential that they aren’t even aware of. For instance, 
less than a year ago | scouted a small town construction worker, Andrew Stetson, 
at a downtown nightclub. He was a total unknown who had never modeled 
before. But now he’s the industry’s hot new face for the latest men’s fragrance 
from Calvin Klein—Euphoria.” Very impressive indeed, but was that just a case of 
beginner’s luck? “No, because Andrew's look is masculine, fresh and seductive so 
that makes him marketable. And since the modeling industry is female-oriented, 
but allegedly controlled by gay men, the designers, photographers, stylists, casting 
directors and advertising clients preference is usually for straight models who can 
project a provocative appeal while flaunting an ambiguous sexuality that can be 
successfully marketed to both females and males, so that every reader can imprint 
their own fantasy of desire onto each gorgeous guy.’ 


Just like their female model counterparts, Norwayne pointed out that the guys 
also have to work hard at maintaining their physical beauty. Therefore a rigorous 
schedule of proper skin care, watching their diet, avoiding the party scene and 
constantly hitting the gym is mandatory because, “The product must always be 
polished.” And regardless whether the industry's current look is for a surfer dude, 
an exotic ethnic or a preppy all-American, “Every successful guy must also have 
an amazing mystique about him because the competition is fierce!” And nowhere 
is that competition stiffer it seems than during the industry's highly prestigious 
Fashion Week in Milan—an event referred to by Norwayne as, “The Olympics of 
the men’s fashion shows where as many as 500 of the world’s most stunningly 
beautiful men of all ethnicities could be making their rounds competing for less 
than a dozen runway placements!” Given such circumstances, the possibility of 
exploitation seems obvious. But apparently there are no casting couch guarantees 
either, so a model's willingness to be gay for pay could just as easily backfire on him. 


At present, a male model’s paycheque is approximately fifty per cent less across 
the board internationally than a female’s, but they usually receive the same perks 
and privileges that the girls do. And now, more than ever before, the guys are 
actively being sought after by the industry’s top clients to be offered valuable 
contracts for product exclusivity. And talking about raising your profile—who 
can forget the Versace ad campaign last year that vaulted Canada’s very own 
Gabriel Aubrey into the white-hot glare of the paparazzi’s spotlight? And into a 
torrid romance with Academy Award winning actress, and former model herself, 
Halle Berry. What a perk, indeed! 


Even though beauty is only skin deep, Norwayne said, “In today’s market, if a 
model takes good care of himself, and if he’s also a smart businessman with the 
right attitude, then his career could potentially last him into his sixties.’ Thus, he 
prepares his roster to work hard, keep their egos in check and to stay focused 
on their goals. And with Milan Krouzil that regimen appears to be paying off. 
Norwayne has been nurturing that edgy-looker since the age of sixteen, but 
predicts that, “he will finally explode this year” because although Milan, now 
twenty-two, has previously worked alongside Kate Moss and been photographed 
by the infamous Karl Lagerfeld, it’s his three upcoming print campaigns for 
designers...Tommy Hilfiger, Zegna and René Lezard...scheduled to launch 
simultaneously, that has his agent so excited. 


But along with success, Norwayne has also felt the sting of failure.““A couple of 
years ago, one of my guys was heavily touted to take centre stage at the hottest 
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shows Fashion Week had to offer. 
But unfortunately due to his tight 
schedule, he arrived late and then 
because of the climate changes 
he’d just experienced, along with 
his own nervousness and adrenaline rush, his skin broke out so badly that he was 
barely offered a few crumbs instead.” Norwayne sighed deeply while remem- 
bering that unlucky model’s keen disappointment. 


Okay, enough with the anecdotes already, because it was time to cough up the 
goods and spill about how many of these classic male beauties with their jaws of 
granite and their impeccably buffed physiques are actually playing for our team 
anyway? “Well don’t be surprised when | tell you, but probably only five per cent,” 
he candidly answers. Don’t be surprised! Then can | be seriously crestfallen 
instead? As | sat there seeing so many of my vivid hopes and wet dreams flash 
before my eyes and die hard with a resounding thud, | silently asked myself if I’d 
ever be able to glance through a glossy magazine with the same enthusiasm again? 
Well, | figured | would, because regardless of his sexual preference, if hot and 
fabulous Milan Krouzil is one of the future faces of advertising, then make mine a 
double! W 


Doug is a busy producericasting director within the Toronto entertainment industry. 
He has just been contracted to ghostwrite a book for a focally-based television personality. 
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Gay and Lesbian Community Services Association 


We've 
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Please join us in celebration 
| of our name change 

April 5, 2007 7:30om 

at the Jack Singer Lobby 
EPCOR CENTRE. 


Featuring: 

“Queer Conscience” Spoken Word performances 
“Body & Soul” Photography contest 

Tickets: $15 at the door 

(GLCSA members receive $5 off). 


Call 234-8973 for details. 
4 - 1230A 17th Avenue 
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Dancing Joni & Other Works 
By Outlooks Staff 


Following the phenomenal box-office success, critical acclaim and worldwide 
recognition for Dancing Joni & Other Works—the recent collaboration between 
two talented Canadians, Joni Mitchell and Alberta Ballet’s Artistic Director Jean 
Grand-Maitre—one might easily wonder what kind of an encore is planned for 
the Ballet’s upcoming 2007/2008 season. After Alberta Ballet’s highly successful 
Fortieth Anniversary season, rest assured Grand-Maitre’s artistic vision includes 
a few exciting ideas in development, to keep audiences enthralled this fall. 


The National Ballet of Canada will participate in the new season during 
September, when Alberta Ballet host’s that company’s performance of Giselle, a 
haunting tale of love, betrayal and forgiveness. According to Grand-Maitre, “this 
production requires a very large infrastructure and it would be almost impossible 
for Alberta Ballet to stage this on its own.” The role of Giselle has been called 
“the ballerina’s Hamlet” and is one of the most technically and dramatically 
demanding roles. 


In October, the company will present the world premiere of choreographer 
Kirk Peterson’s highly athletic and theatrical Othello, based on Shakespeare’s well- 
known classic tragedy. The ballet is choreographed to the music of acclaimed 
composer Jerry Goldsmith and accompanied by the Calgary Philharmonic 
Orchestra. This will mark the beginning of Alberta Ballet’s Shakespeare series, 
which will span the next three seasons. 


Pianning an event in Vancouver? Contact Barry ABSOLUTE 


and he'll see about covering it in Out & About. 
Photos by: Barry Piersdorff 


Alberta Ballet's celebrated Christmas 
classic, Mikko Nissinen’s The Nutcracker, 
returns in its current form in December 
for one last time. This has become a 
beloved holiday tradition amongst 
Western Canadian audiences, and has 
been performed 160 times in front of 
approximately 285,000 people during its 
eight-year run, according to Grand- 
Maitre’s estimates. “It was an_ historic 
production, one that really enabled the 
company to grow, but it’s time to say 
goodbye,” says Grand-Maitre. 


During the month of February 2008, | 
Jean Grand-Maitre’s Dangerous Liaisons will 
tell the story of romantic retribution BEVnmeeantmiutite 
which results in outright war. Based on the ! 
Oscar-winning movie of the same title, and featuring the music of Einojuhani 
Rautavaara, Giya Kancheli, and Avro Part, be prepared for a tale of seduction, 
cruelty and desire choreographed with Grand-Maitre’s own dramatic style. 


This ballet season will come to a close with a truly unique collaboration 
between Alberta Ballet, the Edmonton Opera and the Calgary Philharmonic for 
one of music’s great masterpieces—Mozart’s Requiem. A colossal cast of more 
than one hundred singers, a full orchestra and the twenty-six dancers of the ballet 
company will all be on stage together. Grand-Maitre honours the lives lost in 
modern conflicts with his choreography of this first-time collaboration of 
Alberta’s outstanding professional performers. 


In this upcoming season prepare yourself for love, betrayal, fantasy, seduction 
and hope, all choreographed with artistic vision the like of which you’ve probably 
never seen before.Whether you’re a regular at the ballet or a first-time audience 
member, Grand-Maitre’s vision for the upcoming season has universal appeal. The 
Alberta Jubilee Auditoriums will come to life with an exciting repertoire of enter- 
taining ballets with outstanding collaborations to enthrall past audiences and 
ballet novitiates. Vv 


For additional information visit albertaballet.com or to subscribe call 403 
245 4549 or 780 428 6839 ext |, or email: info@albertaballet.com 


Photos courtesy of Alberta Ballet 
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By Roy Heale 
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Indian Arts Museum "Inn of. the Turquoise Bear. 


Nestled in the foothills at the Southern tip of the Rocky Mountains at an altitude of 
seven thousand feet is Santa Fe—New Mexico's state capital founded in 1610. The 
mystique of Native American culture is extremely powerful and apparent throughout the 
numerous pueblos (Native community villages) located around Santa Fe. Abundant 
Spanish and adobe style architecture amidst the mountain landscape creates a romantic 
atmosphere perfect for honeymoons, anniversaries or an escape with that special friend. 


Cultural legends, mystique and traditions have been handed down through generations 
by the Native American tribes via their unique languages, colourful dances, plus distinctive 
handicrafts. From one end of the State to the other, New Mexico offers a treasure trove 
of culture, arts and crafts. No wonder New Mexico has been dubbed the Land of 
Enchantment! 


Gay and lesbian tourists have recently discovered this year-round, multicultural vacation 
playground with recreational activities as diverse as the four seasons themselves. During 
the four seasons, outdoor activities include skiing, snow boarding and ice skating plus 
mountain biking, horseback riding, golf, fishing and river rafting. Or simply browsing the 
craft boutiques and art galleries—ensuring there’s never a dull moment. 


It will be more than the high altitude that leaves you breathless on this holiday. 


The Santa Fe townsite is located in a region known as North-Central New Mexico— 
North to Adventure and Central to Everything. Undoubtedly it’s the perfect place to call 
home during your New Mexico adventure and from here it’s easy to explore the various 
mountain ranges, pueblos, national parks, lakes, natural attractions and surrounding small towns. 


The narrow, winding streets and the old town Plaza make strolling around Santa Fe an 
historic journey and a perfectly relaxing activity at any time of the day or night. 


The Plaza has been the center, the very heart, of Santa Fe since the Spanish laid out its 
design in 1610. Just on the edge of the Plaza is the Saint Francis Cathedral, built in the 
European Romanesque style under the direction of French Archbishop Jean Baptiste Lamy 
after he arrived in 1853. The renowned landmark, La Fonda Hotel, just outside the 
perimeter of the Plaza, was recreated in the Pueblo Revival style in 1922.A short walk 
along Old Santa Fe Trail brings you to the San Miguel Mission built in 1710, which today 
contains numerous stunning examples of antique Hispanic religious artworks. Just a little 
further along this Trail is the State Capital known as the Round House, which was 
designed embracing the shape of the Zia sun symbol. It houses not only the Governor 
and state legislators, but also an extensive art collection. The Historic Railyard is a little 
further from the Plaza but worthy of a visit. From the historic station building, The Santa 
Fe Southern Railway runs excursion trains—some with entertainment and catered 
meals—to Lamy. |n the summer months (May-September) gourmets will love the adjacent 
Farmer’s Market, offering homegrown chilies, produce, flowers, herbs and more. 


t 


Canyon Road 


The Santa Fe art scene is one of the most multi-dimensional in the world and Santa Fe 
is the third largest art market in the United States. The city is an eminent center for 
contemporary art, while traditional work still flourishes. Folk art, tribal art, photography, 
animation art and fine crafts abound especially on Canyon Road. Originally an Indian trail, 
this is now the hub of the art world with over forty galleries, boutiques and restaurants 
making their home in a short six-block radius. One could easily spend a whole day or 
more enjoying the diversity of artworks, sculptures and crafts—in fact, many art lovers or 
collectors come to Santa Fe just to experience Canyon Road. As you walk along the 
narrow street surrounded by visual feasts, both inside the buildings and along the street, 
the feeling is overwhelming. It’s the most impressive open-air art gallery you are ever 
likely to encounter in North America. It is estimated that one out of every six people 
living in this city is associated with the art community and very quickly one assimilates 
into their world. 


CHALK FARM 


i ep ellen 


Wherever you wander around in this city you are sure to come face to face with the 
past—and Santa Fe is its past. However, the present and the future are evident in this 
modern day environment. 


This historic capital city is also the birthplace of Southwestern cuisine and is also 
renowned for excellent gourmet dining with specialties from around the world in a multi- 
tude of cozy restaurants. Some of the world’s best chefs come to town in order to open 
restaurants, write cookbooks, appear on television shows and generally make their own 
mark in the realm of innovative food preparation. In a town with such an artistic soul, the 
culinary arts are equally important. Presentation is an art form unto itself in all of the finer 
dining establishments. Prepare for an unparalleled gourmet experience. 


Shopping in Santa Fe is an inevitable pleasure. In addition to arts and crafts there is a 
strong international presence for leather goods, jewelry, home furnishings, fashions and 
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antiques. With a rich history dating back to the Native American trading 
posts, the Spanish importers and local artisans, wonderful goods have 
always found their way here. That tradition continues today creating a 
diligent shopper’s dream world. 


A very useful guide to planning your trip is Inside Santa Fe, which can 
be easily found in many local establishments. Or you can visit online 
InsideSF.com before you leave home and prepare your itinerary in 
advance. The Santa Fe Gallery Association also publishes an Art Map 
which is an extremely informative guide to the arts venues and is avail- 
able online for advance planning at santafegalleryassociation.org or 
in many local galleries upon your arrival. 


Planning your vacation accommodation will present many options. 
There is a wide selection of charming gay-friendly hotels, inns plus bed 
and breakfasts throughout the state. Staying gay in New Mexico presents 
some accommodation challenges—depending on which towns you are 
visiting—but Santa Fe offers some excellent choices. 


The best gay experience tends to be making Santa Fe your home base 
then traveling the countryside for sightseeing day-trips. Ve recommend 
the gay-owned and operated Inn of the Turquoise Bear B&B. Originally 
the home of Witter Bynner,a prominent gay citizen active in cultural and 
political life, the building dates back to the mid 1800s and is considered 
one of the most historically significant buildings in town. Bynner lived 
here with his companion of thirty years, Robert Hunt, and their guest 
list included D.H. Lawrence, Errol Flynn, Rita Hayworth and Thornton 
Wilder just to name a few. The current owners, Ralph Bolton and 
Robert Frost, have lovingly restored the property to its former glory 
and now their guest list includes numerous discerning gay travelers from 
around the world. The rooms are beautifully decorated in southwestern 
style with wood burning kiva fireplaces, which come in handy on the 
cooler evenings at the high altitude or simply for a romantic atmos- 
phere. The main house is perfect for a quiet time in the living room or 
breakfast in the dining room with a view of the city. The staff is extremely 
friendly and helpful with advice to help you find your way around gay 
friendly Santa Fe. It’s conveniently located just a few minutes’ walk to the 
Plaza, Canyon Road and most of the city’s attractions. With only ten 
cozy, well-equipped rooms, it is important to plan in advance and make 
your reservation early to avoid disappointment. 


Other gay-owned establishments include The Triangle Inn with seven 
casitas offering high-end amenities, the Four Kachinas Inn with six 
rooms, El Farolito B&B Inn offers seven romantic rooms with private 


entrances and the Inn at Mountaintop provides cabin rentals with a view 
from high up in the mountains above the city. Each of these accommo- 
dations offers a price range to suit every budget. 


Worthy of mention is the gay-friendly Inn Of The Five Graces, a new 
twenty-three suite inn with a wide selection of room choices. This is no 
ordinary inn—it is a fantasy woven from the arts and crafts of the 
Orient and assembled in a warm adobe setting making the rooms as 
beguiling as walking through a souk. The ceilings are thatched or hand- 
carved and the bathrooms have Gaudi-inspired mosaics made of 
shattered urns. Part of the charm here, is that it borders a lane of court- 
yards where flowers bloom and fountains sparkle. Located within 
walking distance of the town center, this is a very convenient hotel. 


Travelling to Santa Fe usually means a flight to Albuquerque and a car 
rental for the pleasant one-hour drive to the capital city. Your car rental 
will be essential to enjoy the many sights around New Mexico. 


One of the most enjoyable day trips is the circular tour on the high 
road which takes you through the mountainous countryside and small 
villages to Taos north of Santa Fe. This is a small town with quaint and 
winding streets, adobe architecture and the legacy of famous past 
residents including D.H. Lawrence and Kit Carson.A few miles west of 
the town is the Rio Grand Gorge suspension bridge where you can take 
in a breathtaking view of the snake-like river 650 feet below. On your 
return journey the Taos Pueblo is a must visit. This is the largest surviving 
multi-storied pueblo structure and a living community that has 
welcomed visitors for over one thousand years. Just inside the entrance 
is the St. Jerome Church built in 1850, a National Historic Landmark 
named after the pueblos’ patron saint. The states highest summit 
Wheeler Peak is visible in the distance and there is an eerie feeling of 
calm and peace in this aboriginal village. 


Other attractions worthy of a visit include the Bandera Center Ice 
Caves, the Bisti Badlands, the Santa Rosa Blue Hole for scuba diving, 
Cimarron Canyon, Chama Valley, Christ in the Desert Monastery, 
Carlsbad Caverns and the International UFO Museum in Roswell—just 
to name a few popular destinations. 


This high-altitude wonderland comes with a warning—allow a couple 
of days adjustment to having your head in the clouds, drink lots of water 
and always use a sun screen—in order to enjoy being closer to the 
heavens. Follow this advice and you're sure to enjoy the enchanting 
romance and mystique that New Mexico offers every gay visitor. W 
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By Outlooks Staff 


Since March of 1996, the GLCSA has been a familiar resource for the gay and lesbian community 
in Calgary. For over a decade, this self-funded community group of mostly volunteers has provided 
much- needed services, resources and a safe meeting place. On April 5 at 8 p.m., the GLCSA will 
officially adopt the new name of Calgary OutLink at a fundraising event, OUTrageously Real, Jack 
Singer Lobby, Epcor Centre with fifteen-dollar tickets at the door. This will be a part of the 
OutFest celebrations in Calgary. 

OutLink Executive Director, Tamrin Hildebrandt says, “The new name will be more inclusive and 
more reflective of the services which we offer today.’ During the past year since Hildebrandt 
assumed the position of executive director, many of the existing services have been enhanced and 
new programs are being offered. Last summer the offices moved to 1230A |7 Avenue S.W.,in the 
heart of Calgary’s Beltline where many members of the GLBT community reside and which is also 
situated on convenient transit routes for those coming from farther afield. 

The services currently offered by this agency are designed to appeal to a diverse demographic 
within the gay community and new ideas are constantly being considered. “People tend to think 
of us typically in a ‘crisis’ context, but OutLink is for everybody, all the time, and we are trying to 
create more social events,” says Hildebrandt. 

Judging by the list of activities overseen by OutLink, including the monthly Calgary Networking 
Club, the weekly Inside Out (for youth under 25) on Mondays from 7-9 p.m., the monthly Same- 
Sex Parents Social held in different locations each time, Two-Spirited monthly socials, Heading Out 
(non-bar socials for those aged twenty-thirty) and the OUT-is-OK (877-688-4765) telephone 
support line (in conjunction with the Calgary Distress Center), these are indeed diverse and 
much-needed services. In addition the drop-in offices provide a resource library, movies for loan 
and other informative brochures and materials. The hours are Mondays and Wednesdays | la.m. 
to 5 p.m., Tuesdays and Thursdays | p.m. to 7 p.m.and Fridays by appointment. These hours could 
be expanded when more volunteers are recruited, and it’s always a good idea to phone before 
heading down for a visit. 

In the past, the agency has been funded by proceeds from Charity Casinos and private 
donations, but it is hoped that government grants may be a part of Calgary OutLink’s financial 
future. 

But for now, Hildebrandt invites everyone to join her at the launch festivities on April 5, in order 
to help raise much needed funds for the ongoing work of Calgary OutLink. You might be lucky 
enough to win tickets for two to see Lily Tomlin’s stand-up comedy performance later that week! 

To volunteer, request information or make a donation contact Tamrin Hildebrandt at 403-234- 
8973 or visit calgaryoutlink.ca Vv 
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ITALY TO GREECE 
an epic gay voyage 


In search of some stress relief during your summer vacation this year? Imagine eight days cruising the Mediterranean from 
Rome to Athens following the voyages of the ancient Greek mariners. On board the Five-Star sailing ship, msy Wind Star, one hundred 
and forty eight guests will enjoy pampered luxury from May |2 to 19, where everything is perfect under the Mediterranean sun. 


my Windstar 
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By Roy Heale 


Pee 


When you first board this sailing ship, you will experience a hint of the luxury that lies below—polished teak rails, unsurpassed 
views, sumptuous furnishings that invite you to linger for hours. The feeling here is elegant yet relaxed. So this is what it’s like to 
sail aboard your own private yacht! Schedules remain back on dry land where they belong. Instead you're free to indulge your 
desires—like dancing naked under the stars and sails. 


Europe is at once ancient and avant-garde.Where else in the world will you find Roman ruins just steps away from an Internet 
Café? In Europe, the cappuccinos are exquisite and the pastries inspired. Even the sunsets are works of art. 


This journey begins in Rome, and after setting sail you will visit Sorrento, Messina, Kythira, Santorini, Mykonos and end up in 
Athens. From Rome you sail south along Italy's spectacular Amalfi Coast to Sorrento, where you can visit the ruins of Pompeii. 
Enjoy the legendary beauty of Sicily, visit the fabled Greek amphitheatre in Taormina, or view Mount Etna, Europe's largest volcano. 


After two stops in Italy, then it’s all Greek for the rest of your cruise. The Greek Isles conjure up images of handsome warriors, 
great philosophers and startling beauties. To experience these islands by sea is nothing less than extraordinary. 


Legendary birthplace of Aphrodite, the island of Kythira is a photographer's dream with scenic gorges and the hillside town of 
Chora. The Minoan ruins at Aquatiri and the blue-domed churches of Santorini are pure magic. The gayest island in Greece is 
Mykonos, with picture postcard vistas and villages with white stucco Cycladic architecture and steep, narrow paths built into the 
hillside. At the end of your journey, enjoy the Acropolis or the Parthenon in Athens. 


On-board luxury is the order of the day. Extraordinary comforts are here for the taking and exquisite delights appear at every 
meal from a menu prepared by Chef Joachim Splichal exclusively for Windstar. With open seating dining times or complimentary 
twenty-four hour room service, you schedule is yours to enjoy at a leisurely pace. All the cabin accommodations have ocean 
views, mini refrigerators, flat screen television with DVD player and complimentary movie channels. Complete with luxurious 
bathrooms and daily cabin service, this will be a vacation for complete pampering and relaxation. 


During the day, complimentary kayaking, water-skiing and windsurfing are available from the sports platform or you can relax 
in the on-board pool or hot tub. At night a wide variety of entertainment is available including T-dances, theme parties, talent 
shows and more. Or you can simply relax and do nothing. 


The experienced cruise organizers, Source Events, has teamed with Gay Naturists International to make this the first Gay 
Naturist Cruise where clothing on-board is optional. Source Events is an experienced producer of travel, events and memories, 
designed and customized for the gay community. Each year they offer a series of unique vacations for the discerning gay traveler. 
Source Events is small enough to focus on really personal service, with enough knowledge and contacts to put together—with 
care—some extraordinary opportunities to experience the world in a different way. No forced marches, or rigid schedules. 
Instead, relish in the luxury of flexibility, and the freedom to step outside the familiar. 


Experience a unique, relaxing summer cruise and enjoy an epic voyage filled with ancient history and incredible scenery guaranteed adie é g os ‘ 
to create memories to last a lifetime. For further information and reservation details visit sourcevents.com or call | 888 768 7238. W pre’ et fe eee pee aie oe Saae 
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‘ Btro queer party 
Ist & 3rd Friday of each month at 


BUDDIES IN BAD TIMES THEATRE 
12 Alexander St. (south of Wellesley Station), Toronto 
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Last Saturday of each month at : i 
BIG MAMMA'S BOY - 554 Parliament St, Toront DJ DALLAS { 
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Tag Team Party 
- Inside Out Fundraiser 
—March 22 at Lula Lounge 
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Kaleb & Shaun yee 
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Photos by Jonny courtesy of Beyond Church Street 
beyondchurchstreet.com 
Planning an event in Toronto? 

Contact Jonny: jonny@beyondchurchstreet.com 
and he'll see about covering 
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Seniors: Out at the Centre? 


By Dale Smith 


We know that our population is aging, and the 
Boomers are rapidly moving towards retirement. This 
is going to cause a massive shift in Canadian society, 
especially when it comes to the way that gays and 
lesbians who are out and proud today enter into 
their silver years. But what about the current generation 
of gay and lesbian seniors? Are they being well served? 


Bill Ryan, a professor and researcher at the McGill 
t School of Social Work set out to ask that question. 
Teaming up with Shari Brotman, a specialist in 
; gerontology, Ryan set out to check on the state of 
B our community’s elders, and the news isn’t all good. 


“We Perea off with a pilot project because until very recently this wasn ‘tan 
area that was easy to get funding in, anything relating to sexual orientation,’ Ryan 
says. “We got funding through the Social Sciences and Humanities Research 
Council (SSHRC) of Canada to do a pilot study, and with the results of the pilot 
study we were able to document some of the experiences of isolation in 
particular of elders who are gay and lesbian. That allowed us to substantiate, in 
the results, the need for a broader study.” 


ill Ryan 


This was the very first cross-Canada study on aging in the gay and lesbian 
population. “There have been a few smaller studies done in the US on this issue, 
but the health and social services system is very different here, and the political, 
social and legal climate is very different for gays and lesbians,’ Ryan says. “We 
tend to rely easily on American statistics for things and forget that things can be 
different. This allowed us to go and do a qualitative study in four cities, with 
gay and lesbian elders, their informal caregivers, meaning family or friends, and 
professionals who provide elder services in those four cities, and look at what 
actually is the state of the situation in these cities.” 


Those cities were Victoria, Vancouver, Montréal and Halifax—vVictoria being an 
addition made after the pilot study was completed, and Toronto was excluded 
because a separate study was being conducted there. 


The most prevalent finding from the study was that a “don’t ask, don’t tell” 
mentality pervaded the reality of these elders in need of caregivers and 
services—that they had to go back into the closet for fear of discrimination or 
loss of services. That feeling was also found across the board, though with some 
variation in intensity—Halifax having been identified as somewhat harder, 
Montréal a bit easier, though by no means a rosy situation either. That mentality 
created new vulnerabilities in this group that is already vulnerable due to their 
situations. 


“From a political point of view, we are looking at the people who fought the 
first battles, and who were on the front-lines of those battles just by being,’ Ryan 
says. “On some level who, as they become more vulnerable, [they] are not 
benefiting from the liberation and the political and legal freedoms that in some 
ways their lives have procured for the rest of us. | think that’s a really important 
part of the context.” 


That this population lived the majority of their lives in an era where being gay 
or lesbian was not socially acceptable, and was considered a mental disorder until 
the seventies, Ryan argues that they also experience being gay or lesbian in a 
different way than the rest of us. And while as a society, we look at making things 
better for the next generation of youth coming out, we aren’t seeing the same 
motivation for the other end of the age continuum. 


“We see isolated pockets of people, often gay and lesbian people themselves 
or allies that have become sensitive, but we don’t see it reflected very much 
in policy or services,” Ryan says of these elders’ needs. “I think that gives it a 
particular flavour in terms of context, where the people who are advanced in age 
today lived a significant part of their lives in a whole different political, legal and 
medical framework, which makes them particularly vulnerable—they’re not going 
to identify [as gay or lesbian]. Even people who say ‘well, as soon as someone tells 
me they're gay or lesbian then I'll respond in a way that’s really appropriate or 
respectful; and that’s a sign of goodwill, but an indication that there’s a lack of 
understanding of the dynamics, the history, and the vulnerability.” 


Ryan sees this project as the first step in sensitising people to realities of these 
elders, simply by documenting their experience. Ultimately, that awareness will 
lead to changing policies and to start the discussion in programmes where 
caregivers are trained because they now have the data to make the changes. 


As the Boomer generation approaches retirement, the reality will inevitably 
change for them as more boomers have been significantly out throughout their 
lives, and many will not accept services that oblige them to mask or lie about 
their lives. 


“In ten or fifteen years the services that we offer from a health and social 
service and residential and even homecare perspective for elders will have to 
deal with this issue because people will not accept it not being dealt with,” Ryan 


says. “But there’s a very vulnerable cohort right now within the services that 
needs the rest of us to name their reality. The next generation coming up will 
either go to court to have their reality respected, or will start to put pressure on 
it if it hasn’t changed by then. At some point even the lobby groups that 
represent seniors will have to acknowledge that there is an important percentage 
of seniors that are not heterosexual.” 


This is an important point because during the course of the study, seniors 
groups across the country refused to participate. “It’s a lack of desire to acknowledge 
a population because acknowledging it requires you to do something about it,” 
Ryan says. “It’s the way we were with school boards twenty years ago. Out of 
sight, out of mind.” 


That said, some of the organisations that provide public services to seniors 
were very supportive. One Quebec group “got involved full steam ahead once 
they realised that this was an area that they had not looked into before,’ Ryan 
recounts. “I have actually [seen] some of the stuff they've put out and some of 
their outreach since then, and they have actually named gay and lesbian elders as 
part of their area of interest, which is an essential component in doing outreach.” 


So what is the next step? We know these elders are vulnerable—what do we 
do about it? “Because this came from a social work perspective in research, we 
built in certain mechanisms within the project that allowed us, even as the 
research was being done, to start dialogues,” Ryan says. “For us, that was really 
important to get people around the table so that we didn’t just document it, but 
we actually just moved the agenda along for a bit.” 


But it’s more than just letting the academics do the work. “Within the gay and 
lesbian community, we have to do advocacy work and we have take some of our 
responsibility around community organising in terms of aging,’ Ryan says. “The 
more vulnerable a population is, the harder it is for them to advocate for 
themselves. The younger, healthier population within the gay and lesbian 
community needs to be naming these issues when we name our issues.” 


There has been some organising around this issue in Toronto and Vancouver, 
but more cities need to step up. Still, Ryan’s work is an important step in the 
process of making sure that those who gave us our freedom don’t have to give it 
up once more. W 


Dale Smith is a freelance writer who lives in Ottawa. His work also regularly appears in 
Capital Xtra and Ottawa Xpress, and he has previously written for XY Magazine. 


Bartender Graham 
from Hotel Arts 


By Sean McLennan 


Lily Tomlin is headlining OutFest—part of the OutGames April | through 8, and will be 
appearing for one performance on April 7. She’s been an entertainer for the better part 
of forty years. Best known for her comic characters like Ernestine the telephone 
operator from Laugh-In (1969-73), and Violet Newstead from Nine to Five (1980), she has 
had a dynamic career that has included TV, stage, and screen, including highlights like And 
the Band Played On (1993) about the early days of HIV/AIDS, The Celluloid Closet (1995), 
about the portrayal of gays and lesbians in twentieth-century film, and The Search for Signs 
of Intelligent Life in the Universe (1991), the award-winning one-woman show written by 
her partner Jane Wagner. Outlooks spoke with Lily about coming to Calgary for the OutGames: 


Outlooks: So, have you ever been to Calgary before? 


in: You know, | don’t think | have. I’ve been to Canada many, many times, but | 
don’t ever remember coming specifically to Calgary. 


Outlooks: Always out east? 

1: No, I’ve played Vancouver several times. I’m surprised | haven’t been to Calgary. 
Outlooks: Well we're getting much more attention with the oil boom. 

: Oh, is that right? Well, | hope the US doesn’t try to invade you! 


Outlooks: No kidding! I’m worried about that myself. Any thoughts about headlining 
for the First North American OutGames? 


: Well, certainly, | think it’ll be fun—l’m looking forward to it. | wish | could go 
to some of the events, but | probably won't be able to. 


Outlooks: That's too bad. It looks like it’s going to be a pretty exciting week. Judy 
Shepard is the keynote speaker of OutRights, the human rights conference. 


Oh, gee, I'd like to hear her. 
Outlooks: What can we expect from your show? 


Well, | do a lot of characters—about ten or so. It'll be pretty informal—more 
interaction with the audience as opposed to a theatre piece. And | usually do a Q&A at 
the end. I’ll talk about Calgary and the US and Canada. Just try to be funny and relevant 
at the same time. 


Outlooks: That sounds good—t think it’s what you're good at. 
: That’s what I’m good at? | hope so, bless you! 


Outlooks: Speaking of the US—how would you characterize the US right now with 
Bspeo to GLBT issues? 


: Well, we've got an administration that’s questionable, not just on that front 
but prcbabhy a hundred others, so it’s a tough time. | mean, there are so many issues, | 
don’t know where to start. Fortunately, the anti-gay pressures only basically have power 
from the religious right, and with Bush and Cheney being diminished as they have been, | 
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think that’s been diminished too. | don’t think [the Republicans] ever really intended to 
push [the anti-gay agenda]; they use it just as a wedge and galvanizing issue to split the 
country apart—and to cater to their constituency. 


They did succeed, of course, unfortunately, and a lot of states did vote on amendments 
against same-sex marriage. So they stirred up an awful lot of controversy, but unless the 
religious right can hold onto some real power in the country, it won't continue and | 
hope they've lost a lot of power through the failure of this administration. 


Sadly, everyone who's courting that side of the fence is courting that constituency, so 
they're going to keep that point of view alive. 
Outlooks: So you do have hope that it will change? 

Tomlin: Oh absolutely! | mean, | have to have hope! | hope we survive, period. The 
way things are going, | have no idea where it might lead—nobody does. | mean, if we 
don’t get this lraqi thing to some sort of stability, and then you think about the 
environmental issues that face us—In. our lifetime, maybe it won't be the end of 
everything, but there’s a tremendous amount of negativity that has to be reversed. 

Outlooks: If you ever get fed up with it, we'd be happy to have you. 
Tomlin: (laughs) OK.Yeah, that’s not a bad idea. Listen, a lot of people think about that! 


Outlooks: A lot of your work, even some of the straight comedy, seems to have a 
here undertone to it. Is that something that determines your choice of material? 

Tomlin: | think it just appeals to me to be able to say something about something. 
ee if it’s 5 just metaphorical about a social issue, not necessarily topical politically. 
Although | love something totally flat out farcical, but I’m always going to love something 
more that has politics and humanity and character and reflects the culture in some way. 


Outlooks: Do you think there’s.a relationship between humour and political activism? 


fon 


lin: | think it can stimulate and motivate. | think it creates a voice. | think we 
need it oie a lot of time, people who are politically active get a little bit too in 
earnest. There’s the old saying, “If you get someone laughing, when their mouth is open 
you can flip in a little food for thought.” 


It’s good to have a more magnanimous attitude, instead of being completely divisive and 
didactic. You should try to create something that reaches more people on some more 
human level, if you can. It’s just like the religious right, which doesn’t have much humour 
because they're just in such a righteous place. Righteousness on either side can create 
trouble for you. 


Outlooks: In the past you've said that you've been very open with the media about 
your ge le with Jane Wagner but that they never really chose to write about it. 

Te n: Yeah, | feel that, yes. 

Outlooks: Do you think that that’s changed now? Do you think that interviewers 
are more willing to acknowledge the two of you? 


Oh yeah, they usually mention it now. You know, they’ll mention “her 
partner of thirty-five years” or that “they’ve been together for a long time”. Or they'll 
call me “an out lesbian” —whatever works for them, | guess. 


Outlooks: | guess |’m a little surprised to hear that they didn’t want to touch it—the 
media loves a scandal... 


omili 


Tomlin: 


: We're talking about years ago! I’ve been around for like thirty-seven years 
and i in the beginning people just didn’t write about that kind of stuff. Our media wasn’t 
so tabloidized. They didn’t write about certain politicians either. They were much more 
discrete. Covert. | don’t know if it was just an unspoken rule that they adhered to or 
if they thought they would do me some kind of professional harm in those days. 
Although, Time did offer me the cover in ‘75 to come out. 


eo Oh, really? 


T 1; At that time, that was sieeeic some kind of bribery. | said, “Well, I’m not 
re to cide my personal life just to get on some magazine cover.” Instead | put a piece 
in an album | did in ‘75 called “Modern Scream” about being a celebrity and being 
interviewed in a movie magazine. That was the era of Boys in the Band and Cliff Gorman, 
one of the actors, was very conscious of making everyone realize he was not gay. | just 
took his interviews and flipped them. So instead of saying, “What was it like playing a gay 
man?” it was someone asking me “What was it like to play a straight woman?” It was pretty funny. 
Unfortunately that album wasn’t so successful. Maybe | should pull that old bit out and do it. 


Outlooks: That would be great. Do you think it was worse having the lack of 
acknowledgment or having the sensationalism that we have now? 


in: Well, it depends. | wish a lot of stuff—not just talking about being identified 
as being gay or not. The press—we don’t even have press anymore. It’s almost non- 
existent. The news divisions in the networks—they never tried to make money before, 
they were subsidized so that they had integrity. They weren’t pandering to the lowest 
common denominator—they at least made the pretense of real discussion and analysis. 
The only media that we get here in LA that, to me, has any validity is the Pacifica station, 
KPFK. Occasionally NPR, but KPFK is the only one that’s really political and not afraid to 
stick their neck out.The networks don’t, and of course, then you've got Fox. Those people, 
they get by doing anything they want because they say they’re not newscasters, they're 
commentators. But their point of view is totally administration driven—| used to listen 
to everybody—Rush Limbaugh and Hannity and O’Reilly—and you could almost see the 
fax that came over the machine that week with the talking points. It’s scary. 


But talking about [acknowledgement of my relationship in the past], it’s not 
something I’ll ever really know how it would have been. People used to tell me and Jane 
not to drive to work together. : 


Outlooks: Really? 


Tomlin: Yeah, they’d say we should come in different cars.We never did, of course, 
cause liebe didn’t even drive, but | was always amazed at people's fear, thinking that 
they’re protecting us. 


OSE | feel very grateful to live in'the time and the place that | do. 


Tomlin: Yeah, things are different. They're certainly different in the gay community. 
People used to be much more repressed—somewhat in my time, but the decades before 
me, we were much more repressed. | had an acquaintance—Evelyn Hooker, who was a 
psychologist who helped get homosexuality removed from the list of psychological 
disorders—| went to see her talk a couple of times about how people would have to have 
secret places to meet just to socialize and meet other gay people. 


Outlooks: How do you feel about the portrayal of GLBT people in the media these days? 

Tomlin: | haven’t noticed anything réally negative going on. Usually in those action 
movies there’s always some little scene that makes someone the object of ridicule but | 
haven't noticed anything like that recently, have you? 


Outlooks: Yeah—300. 


Tomlin: Oh, that 300—that thing looks disgusting. | had a feeling about that movie— 
| thought it was bad enough just from it’s billboard. 


It’s this pandering to some adolescent streak that exists in some people, and it makes 
the audience feel in some way superior. You can beat up women and do all kinds of 
violence and it’s like nothing—it’s ‘expected. So the media won't say anything about 
some terrible dehumanization of gay people. 


But we've had great things on television—shows that have had very sympathetic, 
funny characters. At least we're visible. 


Outlooks: Any new projects we should keep an eye out for? 


in: I’m in a new show that’s coming on HBO sometime in the next year. We 
just did the pilot—it’s called Twelve Miles of Bad Road and it’s about a really rich Dallas 
real estate family. | play the matriarch of the family. Mary Kay Place and | are sisters and 
Leslie Jordan—he was on Will and Grace—plays our cousin Kenny. Linda Bloodworth, 
who created Designing Women, created the show. 


Other than that, what |. would love to do is go back to New York with a new stage 
show. That’s always my real drive. Jane and | are always working trying to come up with a 
sequel to The Search... or something like that. 


12224 JASPER AVENUE, EDMONTON 780-492-2460 wamuyavedmonton.cam 


FRIDAY THE 13TH SPECIAL 


FREE CHECK-IN FROM 11AM - 2PM 4 HOUR MAK. 
4 HOUR OF 12 HOUR CHECK-IN'S AVAILABLE ALL OF APRIL 13TH 
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Gutloais: Well | hope you get the opportunity to! Speaking of sequels, there are 
rumours of the possibility of a sequel to Nine to Five. 


Tomlin: Yeah, they have talked about that for so darn long and we tried to do it 
before Colin Higgins died. He was the director and writer of the original. There were 
a couple of scripts but somehow everybody just never agreed on them. Right now, Jada 
Pinkett-Smith has the rights to Nine to Five—Jane Fonda let them lapse sort of accidentally 
—and | think that Jada’s been trying put together an African-American version. But | 
know Dolly and Jane and | would love to get together again. We're still friends. 


Outlooks: | would love to see that. Thank you very much for speaking with me—l look 
forward to seeing your show in April! 

Tomlin: Well, thank you—l’m looking forward to coming to Calgary. 

Lily Tomlin appears Saturday, April 7, 7:30 PM at the Jack Singer Concert Hall, 
EPCOR Centre for Performing Arts. Tickets through Ticketmaster. For more informa- 
tion, check the OutFest link at calgary2007.com  W 


Sean McLennan is a native Cafgarian with (nearly) a PhD in Linguistics and Cognitive 
Science from Indiana University, we was heavily involved in GLBT education. 
He currently has a full time gig in s for mobile technology. 


Friday, April 6, 2007 at 7:30 p 


Choral Concert featuring aS 
from Calgary and Winnipeg 


Martha Cohen Theatre, 
Epcor Centre for Performing Arts 


Ticket Location: Ticketmaster, Price: $20 


Artists: Enchor (Mixed Chorus), Calgary; Knox 


United Church Choir (Mixed Chorus), Calgary; 
Rainbow Harmony Project (Mixed Chorus), 
Winnipeg; and Calgary Men‘s Chorus 


Produced By: Calgary Men’s Chorus 


First North America 
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Accommodations 


Nestled above the eee an Lake. 
Gay weddin: ies away Available! 
Just minu — from estate 

golfing, great 


177 Frank Street Ottawa, ON Canada eee q, and casinos. 
613.688.2753 - $77.580.5015 ing the lake 
Please visit gur associate property im 
Toronto s Gay Village at www. megilibb.ca 1. "1 866-166.9350° 


rideauinn2005@rogers.com 


e-mail: eagiesnestbnb@hotmail.com 


> mMeoxice 


* air-conditioning | 
* maid service 
Boana Torre Malibu-condo Hotel,one tiock tom GAY beach 
Amapas 325, Zona Romantica, Puerto Vallarta Tel/fax 011-52 (322) 222-6695 | 222-0999 
www.boana.net boana@pvnet.com.mx 
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CABINate WOODS 


A Memorable Escape 
Hot Tub & Sauna 
‘A Beautiful Place 


250.353.2475 
Kaslo, BC, Ca Canada 


FSGEEO 
McGill BEB 


A Church St. village 
Bed & Breakfast 
www.mcgillbb.ca 


416.351.1603 
872.580.5015 


OUTLEQKS 


To include your accomodation in this | 
feature contact Cap Peters toll free P 


888 2281157. | gers.com 
or email a Street 
ese Saecuoo TORONTO 


When visiting 
Ottawa, relax 
in the 
elegance of 
our beautiful : 
: : Discover the 
Victorian m 
comfort of 
bed & 
breakfast 


in the heart of 


the Inn on 


282 Somerset St. W., Ottawa 
(800) 658-3 564 


www.innonsomerset.com 
email: info@innonsomerset.com 


Somerset. 


the action. 


Guest House 


Experience our 1912 Arts & Craft heritage home 
with its English ambiance. 


All are welcome, including your favourtte pet. 
Rolls-Royce Service 5 


216 - 25 Avenue SW 
Calgary Alberta 
Phone: 403 229 1758 — Toll Free: 866 846 7038 


westways@shaw.ca 


WWW.GAYWESTWAYS.COM 
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Pret 
By Jesse Trautmann 


I’ve always admired my friend Robbie. He’s twenty-four, looks like a Calvin Klein 
model, is smart and has always been impressively independent. | remember going 
out for wild nights on the town with huge groups of mutual friends mingling and 
mixing our way from the bars to the clubs. He was the life of the party, double- 
fisting the drinks and single-handedly cracking the jokes. But that was then. Now 
that he’s in a serious relationship, we haven’t seen much of each other. So | called 
him up and arranged plans to:get together for a drink. 


The next day, | watched as' Robbie stood barefoot in the kitchen doing dishes 
and making a pot of coffee. Peavey this is what meeting up for a drink means 
to him nowadays. 


“| hate this f--ing dishwasher,” te says as he tries to cram in the overloaded 
shelf. We've gone from Sex and the City to Desperate Housewives in no time flat. 


With gay marriage legalized and younger gay men attaching themselves to 
boyfriends, the culture is making a transition. For a lot of us, nights on the town 
are now on the couch and money spent on cocktails is now spent on curtain 
rods. This switch happens quickly with a snowball effect and before you know it 
youre a totally different person. These transformed men are invisible, living behind 
locked doors and tightly shut vertical blinds. My friend Robbie is one of them. 


Six months ago Robbie met Anthony, twenty-eight, and they have been going 
strong ever since. They have:a laving and committed relationship, which I’m happy 
to see because before this, Robbie was notoriously single. After two months as 
a couple, Robbie moved inte Anthony’s elegant downtown condo. 


This is where we’ are currently chatting and catching up. It’s one in the 
afternoon and Anthony is off:at his nine to five raking in the dough. 


Robbie brings the coffee over and takes the suede, padded chair beside mine 
at the mahogany-brown table that seats six. 


“Pm going to level with you,” Robbie says leaning forward and lowering his 
voice even though it is just the two of us. “I’m basically a kept woman.” And then 
he jumps up to get laundry from the dryer. He brings a basket back to the table 
and begins folding clothes while he stands. He has yet to touch his coffee. 


Of course, | could have told him that months ago. Robbie's life right now is 
virtually on hold. He has just finished school and is maybe applying for medical 
school or maybe going back to do his Masters. 

“Why don’t you get a job?” | ask. 

“Are you mad!” he responds, “| didn’t go through five years of university to 
work in some crappy retail job.” | can totally sympathize with his rationale. Plus, 
he’s doing a lot of volunteering to help his odds at getting into med school. 


Just then, we're interrupted by their daughter, Bucket, a tiny black cock-a-poo 


| Eleven guest suites with southwest decor 
B | Private entrances & romantic courtyards 
| Kiva fireplaces & viga ceilings 

Expanded continental breakfast 


Tel: . 505. 983. 0798 - 1. 800. 396.4104 E-mail: bluebear@newmexico.com 
www.turquoisebear.com 
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puppy. She has to go out, and since she’s still not fully trained, we take her for a 
walk right away. Outside we continue to chat. Anthony, he tells me, is a great guy 
and treats him so amazingly but the situation can often feel overbearing and 
intimidating. If they break up, he’s be broke and out on his ass. Also the spending 
money Anthony gives him usually isn’t enough. 


“You get an allowance?” | ask. 
“No. It’s for groceries and other things we need, but | buy my smokes and stuff 


: with it too. Although | do have my tricks so | don’t have to always ask him for 


“Like what? 


“Like when Anthony gives me money to pay my cell phone bill each month and 
its $50, I'll say its $100.” 


| don’t have to say anything—l just look at him. “Desperate times call for 
desperate measures,” he says.“You have no idea how hard it is to ask for money 
when we're in a fight.” 


In the elevator up to the condo, | tell Robbie | am going for a late lunch and 
invite him to come along. He agrees immediately because he really needs to get 
out of the house. 


But when we get into the condo, there is a blinking MSN message from 
Anthony. He is coming home from work two hours early—which means I’m going 
to be calling someone else to eat with. 


“Sh-t, what am | going to make for dinner?” he says. 
With all my friends getting boyfriends as if it were the new Louis Vuitton 
handbag, | do feel an added pressure to follow suit. But for now,! won't go running 


home to watch Desperate Housewives. I’m quite content watching Sex and the City 
reruns on TBS. W 


Jesse Trautmann is a twenty-six-year-old freelance writer in Toronto and a pte Jak i 
student at Ryerson. He welcomes feedback j from readers. Contact him at jessetra@hotmail.com 
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24 hours a dé y, 7 days a week. 


Avalon Surrey 
Funeral Home 
13288 108 Avenue 
|) Surrey, BG’VOR 1J0: 
} Phone: 604-58124401 


Richmond 
Funeral Home 
8420 Cambie Road 
Duncan, BC V9L 2P1 Richmond, BC. V6X 1K1 
Phone: 604-746-5212 Phone: 604-273-3748 


Sands Funeral Chapel 
(Duneéan) 
187 Trunk Road 


‘Sands Funeral Chapel 
te {Nanaimo} 
1 Newcastle Avenue 
Nanaimo, BC V8S 4H6 
Phhone:.250-753-2032 


Valley View 
Funeral Home 
44660 72nd Avenue 
Surrey,BC V3S 2E7 
Phone:604-596-8866. 


Sands Funeral Chapel 
(Victoria) 
1803 Quadra Street 
Victoria, BC V8T 4B8 
Phone: 250-388-5155 


Sands piverel Chapel 
Colwood) 


317 Coldstream Avenue 
Colwood, BC V9B 2w9 
Phone: 604-478-3821 
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PERSONAL SPACES | 


Bring your wildest imagination to life 
Discrete and professional 


PUERTO VALLARTA 
MEXICO 
Boana-Torre Malibu / Condo 
Hotel, Amapas 325, Puerto Vallarta, 
Jalisco, Mexico. Tel/fax: 011 52 
(322) 222-6695, tel:011 52 (322) 
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vancouver massage 


B.C.’s BEST ALL MALE MASSAGE 


Our site is: 
VANCOUVERGAYMASSAGE.com 


25 year old enjoys 
cooking, sports and 
singing. I am looking 


photo with letter to: 
Agyei Alexander 
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Daniel (403) 383-3687 
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accommodation 


Male bodybuilder business man, 
moving to Calgary. Looking to share 
accommodation with an athletic 
minded muscle jock. Reply # 0301 
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general sales 


Best DVDs for sale and rent! New 
releases and hard to find classics. 


EXPRESS 
VIDEO 


#202, 11745 Jasper Ave., 
Edmonton,AB T5K ONS. 
Ph:780-482-7480. 


A letter takes more effort, respondents 
are more serious. Experienced Master, 
B/D interests, in Vancouver/Victoria area 
seriously into Master/slave scene, seeks 
slave aged 18-29 prepared to move from 
fantasy to reality. Suggest initial trial 
period (weekend or ? ). Write with phone 
and/or postal address to Box 0899. 

No e-mail! Serious,only 
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E-MAIL DREAMERS? " 


serious partner. 
lam caring, 
honest and 
open minded. 
Please write 
and send photo 
to: 


Dhawuo Evans 
151 Power Outlet Street 
P.O. Box 151 
Nsoatre B/A 
Ghana West Africa 
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Rooms and Suites in 
Downtown Calgary 
$40 - $100 per night 
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Lodging 
Bed and Breakfast 
PREMIUM DOWNTOWN 
LOCATION 
UNBEATABLE RATES 
PROUDLY SERVING THE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 
FOR OVER 7 YEARS 
JOHN OR PETER 
(403) 209-0111 


Puerto Vallarta 
2 Bedroom apmt, in old town P.V. 
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erotic/sensual, 
massage for your 
pleasure and arousal. 


‘available for gays, 
bisexuals, and 
’ straights, 


For queries and 
appointments, 
call (403) 619-8905, 
Roquestudios Massage. 


Edmonton massage 


Hot 26 yr. old Aftrican man seeking 
long-term relationship and possible 
marraige with man of any age. Please 
e-mail me at abusuamaame@ yahoo.com 
or write me at: 

Afrifa Armstrong 

North Briges Road 
P.O.Box 385 

Nsoatre -B/A Ghana 


| seeking serious long- 
term relationship. I am 
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dating services 


GAY MALE SEX! 
Chat live or meet local gay men. Try us free! 
(403) 777-9494. Enter code 3200. 


WHO'S WAITING 
FOR YOU?” 


Calgary 


403.355.2222 


Vancouver e 


604.257.5555 b 


Toronto 


416.915.4545 | » 
Find Your Number ‘@ 


1.800.777.8000 $y 
FREE TRIAL ec¢ 
CODE: 3901 ry: 


Need to talk? 416-964-6600 or 
1-877-964-6600 
Free, Confidential, Anonymous 


Recent Successful Clients 4 


FERREIRA-WELLS 
IMMIGRATION 
Ss E R Vv I Cc = Ss 
We Melp Make Canada Your Home 
Complete immigration services 
Friendly, knowledgeable staff 
Extraordinary success rates 


Not sure where to begin? Call 
us today for a FREE assessment 
416-651-8889 
info@immigrationservices.ca 
www.immigrationservices.ca 
1377 Bathurst Street 
Toronto, ON M5R 3H8 


We donate to Lesbian and Gay Community Appeal 
for every new,client 
Certified Canadian Immigration Consultants CCIC-CSIC 


409 


personal services 


~ Artistic to erotic personalized nude 
photography fortindividuals/couples by 
experienced professional.photographer. 
Starting at $75. No GST. Call Jim @ 
"A Boudoir Image" @ 403-274-5020 or 
email aboudoirimage@shaw.ca. 
Privacy & Discretion assured. Website: 
aboudoirimage.com 
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escorts 


Gay classy. Huge and thick’9” uncut. 
Versatile, awesome body, sexy. 


Available for hot sex! 
Very Open! Located in Montreal’s 
Gay Village. 24/7, Out call’s $150 
downtown Montreal 
514-523-3825 / 514-686-5XXX 


507 
general announcements 


4909 Rorego A 
‘ Saturday A priy 
_ARDIpm-5: open 
$3.00 Admission, — 
For more info; 398-8896 
albertasocietyforkink@hotmail.com 


510 
weddings 


MARRIAGE PREPARATION SEMINARS 
for Same Gender Couples 
10-hour small group seminar for couples 
considering marriage. Offered 
by the United Church of Canada. 
April 20 & 21, 2007. Seminar begins Friday 
evening and concludes late 
Saturday afternoon. Pre-registration 
required. 
Cost $175/couple. Seminar conducted by 
professional counsellors. 
Contact Betsy in Calgary 403-294-0378 or 
visit our website: www:pastoralcareunited.ca 


601 
travel accommodations 


PUERTO VALLARTA 
Heading south to PV? 
Need a place to stay? 
Huge discounts for summer rentals. And the 
time to book your accommodations for next 
winter is now! For studio, condo or villa, we 
can help at www.gaymexpy.com 


604 
travel Quebec 


AUBERGELL Bed & Breakfast 
Montreal 
Yvon has been receiving guests in this 
recently renovated centennial home since 
1990. 

Hardwood and heated slate floors, brick 
walls, a subdued ambiance wonderful 
antiques 
matched to magnificient modern pieces in 5 
rooms in Montreal's Gay Village, 
wireless internet and expanded Continental 
breakfast 
www.aubergell.com 
514-597-0878 


SIR MONTCALM B&B 
Montreal 
Let Andre and Yvon host you in their modern 
Bed and Breakfast in Montreal's Gay Village 
Wireless internet, 
flat-screen televisions,3 rooms,two suites, an 
apartment/condo,all with private baths, 


full-service breakfast,beautiful deck,diningroom, 


home-theatre in a livingroom 
www.sirmontcalm.com 
514-522-7747 


605 


travel international 


Twin Oaks Campground 
& 
Lodging 
Men only, clothing optional, 


year round. 
Rural Central North Carolina 


www.ourtwinoaks.com 
twinoaks@rtelco.net 
(919) 742-3203 8am-8pm please. 


HOROSCOPE é } 


How foolish will we be this April? Three “outer” planets retrograde and send us into various 
tizzies. But take heart; the fates will find ways to lead us to where we need to be once the dust 
settles. Keep your feet on the ground and your head above the fray, if you can. 


ARIES (MARCH 21 - APRIL 20) 


~ © Gay Rams will lose their heart in a faraway place this April. You take a chance on someone you 
r 


a 


AAG 


don’t know well, or fall head over heels for an exotic stranger. Either can change the course of 
your life in unintended ways. If you keep your wits about you, it might wind up to be just another 
breezy (or is it blowsy) affair that tousles your locks but keeps your head attached. 


TAURUS = (APRIL 21 - MAY 21) 

April showers will keep queer Bulls closer to home than usual. Make up an excuse to hang around 
the house, kick up your feet and just relax. But don’t become so sedate that you spend hours in 
front of the tube vegetating. Partners and pals yearn for a bit of your company (among other 
things). Plan a few soirees and festivities that plant you in the epicenter of the party plot. 


GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21) 

Pink Twins usually know just what to say to get what they want. Don’t be surprised if you find 
yourself searching for the right words to fully express the range of your zesty desires this April. 
Relationships need some sprucing up. Instead of hearing yourself talk, plan a romantic getaway that 
says it all. Partners need more than a stale wind to fill their sails. 


CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23) 

Time is money this April so don’t waste excess energy on wasteful pastimes. If your budget is 
tight, try to think of profitable alternatives. If you are a bit more flush than usual, think of new 
ways to bake your dough and let it rise. Gay Crabs are constant worriers. Put aside your fears and 
forge ahead. Focus and prepare to act in May to become well endowed. 


LEO (JULY 24 - AUGUST 23) 

Life may be a series of false starts this April. You are raring to go, go, go but plans may have to be 
put on hold. Poor Proud Lions want to be recognized for the artistic geniuses they are (or think 
they are...) but the jaded world will be asleep. So what? Dance your dance, play your music, be 
your own supporter and the world will eventually catch up to you. And then what? 


VIRGO (AUGUST 24 - SEPTEMBER 23) 

Queer Virgins will pine for peace and quiet but have trouble finding it this April. No sooner will 
they settle in for a comfortable evening at home than the immediate neighborhood will come a- 
knocking. Why ask why? Enjoy the convivial company. There will be someone in particular who will 
pique your interest, among other things. Be sure to practice safe piquing. 


LIBRA (SEPTEMBER 24 - OCTOBER 23) 

Proud Libras with something to say should say it proud and queer this April. You are encouraged 
to keep certain things in the background. You will be told that the frank and honest way will not 
get you what you want. “They” will tell you that it is easier to attract more flies with honey than 
with vinegar. But do you really want to attract all those flies...’ 


SCORPIO (OCTOBER 24 - NOVEMBER 22) 

Buff your corporate star this April and don’t succumb to the temptation to take the easy route to 
success. The fates will not allow slackers to glide by on oily charm. Proud Scorps who delegate the 
garbage tasks to underlings will face a revolution, but those who have put in the sweat equity will 
reap the accolades and financial gains. Are you a diva or a doer? 


SAGITTARIUS (NOVEMBER 23 - DECEMBER 22) 

Prioritize your projects this April. Some are time wasters. Yet, life will present you with such a 
great array of possibilities that it is hard for you to choose. Gay Archers improve their chances for 
success by getting out and expanding their current circle of contacts. Dive into a few new social 
pools and see who swims by. Lets hope its not another worm on a hook. 


CAPRICORN (DECEMBER 23 - JANUARY 20) 

Rather than sit home alone and count your money, why not share your goodies with a certain 
goodie or two this April? Someone Out there may capture your heart. Pink Caps could wind up 
falling in love with love and be swept off their feet. Assorted Wilde passions could eventually cost 
much more than you think. But what a way to go! 


AQUARIUS (JANUARY 21 - FEBRUARY 19) 

Ornery Aqueerians could create conflicts between pals and partners this April if they are not 
careful. Demands from both sides will encourage you to sit on the fence. Speaking honestly, 
passionately and from the heart might help overcome any hurt feelings this April. You want what 
you want—and be adored for who you are, but reality may bite. Will you bite back or chew it for 
a while? 


PISCES (FEBRUARY 20 - MARCH 20) 

Guppies would rather sit and daydream or meditate or even medicate. Actually they would really 
prefer to do anything else besides putting their nose to the grindstone at work this April. Don't 
be lazy. Get the job done and don't fall into temptation. Hard work and perseverance are 
rewarded. At least, that is what | am led to believe. 


© 2007 THE STARRY EYE, LLC.,All Rights Reserved. For Entertainment Purposes Only. 
Can't get enough? Join the blog: thestarryeye.typepad.com/queer Lichtenstein’s HerScopes;A 
Guide To Astrology For Lesbians is an international sensation. Buy it and feel the vibration. 


2007 29 


OuTLOQKs April 


209-10TH AVE SW CALGARY 


Sunday $2.00 Shooter Specials 
Monday FREE pool 

Tuesday $2.00 Draught all day 
Wednesday $3.75 Domestic Beer & 
Thursday $5.00 Double Highball Spe 


Bareback London 
From: Helix Studios 


BAREBACK 


GAVIDEO.CA WEGAVIDEO.TV 


Featuring: Leo Mack, Jamie Lee, Leo James, Tel Thomas, Kyle Martin, 
Aaron Slater, Danny Michaels 


Running Time: 100 minutes 


These young English studs are looking for sexual escapades and hooksups 
everywhere they go. The hormones are flowing by the pint—but not in the 
English pubs, just in the privacy of their bedrooms. These to-the-point, no-time- 
wasted English boys just a right to the hot action. Each one of them looks as 
though they are straight from the high school gymnastics team looking for gay 
sex anywhere they can find a hot partner. 


In scenes which include four different couples and one threesome, this 
movie is all action. It all begins in Leo Mack’s designer bedroom with Leo James 
(the two Leo’s together) and ends up in the same place for a red-hot three- 
some. Throughout the movie well-hung, hot young studs are everywhere and 
manage to find each other for mutual climaxes. 


Young redhead, Jamie Lee, is a classic punk skateboard type who connects 
with Leo James for a hot encounter. They are both well-hung studs but Jamie 
comes out on top and asserts his role over Leo who readily submits. As Jamie 
unzips his jeans the Union Jack is flying but definitely not at half-mast. Leo is 
impressed, and wastes no time in removing the underwear which is restraining 
Jamie’s hard-on. These two make a perfect couple and their pleasure is obvious 
to the viewer. 


30 


From: Eurocreme 


SAUVAGE 
oa 


Featuring: Alex Stevens, Thomas Dyk, Tony Koch, Cameron Jackson, Johny 
Hunter, Jose Manuel, Luk Anders, Steff Tor, Robin Lukko, Rony 
Clue, John Flunnery, George Willis, Frank Milo 


Running Time: | 10 Minutes 


Alex Stevens is celebrating his birthday alone at home, watching television 
;when there’s a surprise knock at the door. With a rose in one hand and a 
heart-shaped birthday cake in the other, Jose Manuel is a real birthday surprise 
for Alex. 

The surprise party is complete when these two hunks enjoy a few celebra- 
tory cocktails together. A few birthday kisses unleash their passions and Alex 
begins to undress Jose. It’s very clear what Alex wants as he unleashes the 
huge, firm birthday gift he was really hoping to receive—and receive he does, 
expertly. Jose truly believes it’s better to give than to receive and it’s a perfect 
birthday party for these two young studs. 

Later, Alex is alone again listening to his favorite radio station while enjoying 


a bubble bath, and glowing from the surprise festivities. There’s one more 
surprise for Alex when his name is announced as the big prizewinner of a trip 


to the coast. What a birthday full of the unexpected! he 
However, when Alex shows up at the bus to claim his prize trip, he discovers creme ern 
a mistake has been made and he won a trip to Prague instead. The only conso- \Bcom 


lation turns out to be the fact that the other passengers are all hot, young gay 


ae 


The real climax of the movie is the final threes 
Slater and Tel Thomas. There’s no truth to the old e 
when these studs get together. Especially when one | 
to make two people happy at the same time. Leo’s 
three of them and they take full advantage of the size 
their versatility. This is definitely a “three’s company” s 

You will enjoy hot young Brits engaged in athletic 
you rent this movie. i 2 ik 


. 


Review spansored byz 
Express Video ; af 

#202 ~ 11745 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton © 
(780)482-7480 exec.express@show.ca. - 


OR, 


men like himself. He realises this might turn out 
ever received. : 


The biggest prize of all turns out to be the fac 
of the passengers, and his ten inches would delig 
bus journey the tall, blond and handsome Cami 
pleasant way to go, and Alex proves he’s not s 


All of the passengers soon get to know one another 
the bus, in washrooms and spas or anywhere these tr: 
secluded spot. Bese é 

Truly, Alex will remember this birthday celebratic 
come—and this movie is about the gift that keeps on _ 
giving. Some of Europe's hottest and newe: Ps 
stars make Dream Ticket a real treasure. 


¥ 


Se 
would mak 
od 
say 

ie 


STORY:  tototeick 


Here is a sample of 
ads on Cruiseline right now! 


Friendship & Relationship: 

Hey, 30-year-old guy here, 57”, 185lb, professional, downtown, short, 
stocky build, moderately hairy, short beard. Just looking to meet 
some guys out there, get into the outdoors here. | enjoy movies, 
going out to dinner, coffee, and things like that. 
Just seeing who's out there. 


Casual Encounters: 
ys. I'm 43 years old, brown hair, blue eyes, I'm 5’8", and | 
160lb. I've got a smooth body, and I'm in good shape. I’m 
and trimmed and shaved down below. I'm looking to meet 
for mutual oral and rimming action. I'm in Hidden Valley 
Northwest Calgary and I'm looking to travel in the area. 


Casual Encounters: 
Vy guys. My name's Lance and I'm 22 years old, 5'7”, 125b, 
black spiky hair, brown eyes, 6-pack abs, little treasure 
going down to a nice little treasure. Actually, it's kinda not 
little: 75” long and 5.5” around, uncut. If there's anything 
else you wanna know, feel free to ask. 


Something Wild: 
Hi, I'm a dominant male in my late 40s, 6'2”, 180lb, dark hair, 
aying at the temples, and I'm looking for a submissive bottom, 
transvestite or transsexual that likes to get really kinky. 

If that’s you, then get back to me. You won't be sorry. 


TRY US FREE. 


18+ Membership by phone 1.900.451.8434 (75 min/S24.) » Further membership options call 1.877.882.2005 


ja Waat= grulse, any wilare, try fur ireal wat “cura” wy SFEE, 


>= SS 


Tr Ate. 
, Wancouver™ 
(604.639.3511 
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250.414.6962 
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Calgary 
403.234.6538 


Edmonton 
780.490.2273 


free trial cope 1501 


604.257.5555 


416.915.4545 250.220.1000 
403.355.2222 306.374.8181 
Find men in your area: 
1.800.777.8000 


) 50% OFF 


for new members 


Toronto St. Catherines 
416.915.1858 905.704.3646 


Hamilton Kitchener 
905.296.0566 519.342.1808 


